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1.0 SCOPE 

The scope of this guidance is the Regulation of Food Waste at events such as exhibitions, trade fairs, 

concerts and open-air events.  The guidance will focus on the requirements of the organisers of events 

to prepare and submit food waste management plans and food waste implementation reports to the 

relevant Local Authority. 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

S.I. No. 508 of 2009 Waste Management (Food Waste) Regulations 2009, as amended by S.I. No. 294 of 

2024, hereby known as the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, require the source segregation and 

recovery of food waste arising from commercial sources.   

 

To be obligated under the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, a business or activity must fall within 

the definition of “a producer”, which means a person that is the occupier of a premises where food is 

prepared or consumed (or both), or a person who supplies food, regardless of whether a charge is made, 

at any premises. 

 

Where the occupier of the premises is a different person to the person who supplies food on those 

premises, both parties shall be deemed to be a producer under the Regulations, and both may be jointly 

and severally liable for any non-compliance with the Regulations.  

 

In accordance with Regulation 3(1) of the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, the Regulations apply 

to food waste arising at, or collected from, any premises, other than food waste arising as a fraction of 

household waste.  

 

 

2.1 EXEMPTIONS  

The following are exempt.  

• Food waste that has arisen from international travel or from isolation wards in hospitals where 

there is the possibility of transmission of infectious disease; 

• Category 1 & 2 Animal By-Products. 
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3.0 EXHIBITIONS, TRADE FAIRS, CONCERTS AND OPEN AIR EVENTS 

3.1 WHO IS LIABLE AT EVENTS 

Both the actual outlet and the occupier of the premises can be liable for compliance at concerts, trade 

fairs and other events. This is because both bodies are defined as “producers” under the Commercial 

Food Waste Regulations.  Any person organising a trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, any event 

where food is being supplied, is equally liable under the Regulations. 

 

3.2 HOW MUST FOOD BE MANAGED 

Food waste storage must take place without having the potential to cause environmental pollution.  

• The Commercial Food Waste Regulations require that food waste arising from commercial 

sources be segregated from other waste i.e. non-biodegradable material and kept separate.  

• The Regulations forbid the mixing of food waste with other waste and its contamination.  

• Food waste disposers, e.g. macerators, cannot be used to discharge food waste as waste water 

to a drain or sewer.  

• Food waste can only be transferred to an organisation that is authorised under the Waste 

Management Act (WMA) or Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Act to handle it. 

• Alternatively, it can be biologically treated on-site (e.g. composting) with a relevant waste 

authorisation, or delivered directly by the producer to an authorised treatment facility.   

• Non-compliance by a producer with the Commercial Food Waste Regulations may result in the 

committal of a number of offences under both the WMA or the Commercial Food Waste 

Regulations.     

 

3.3 WHAT DO REGULATIONS 7, 8 AND 9 REQUIRE 

The Commercial Food Waste Regulations supplement the WMA’s more general requirements on waste 

handling, applying more specific requirements on how food waste arising at commercial premises shall 

be dealt with - both when it arises, and when it is subsequently managed.  

 

Regulations 7 to 9 set down key statutory requirements that affect all businesses.  In essence, the 

regulations state the following: - 
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• Regulation 7 requires producers to source segregate food waste and keep it separate from other 

waste. 

• Regulation 8 prohibits food waste from being mixed with other waste or disposed of, or 

otherwise contaminated before delivery at an authorised facility. 

• Regulation 9 requires the use of a segregated collection service for food waste, and prohibits 

food waste from being deposited in the “black bin” residual waste, or processed for discharge 

to the sewerage system via equipment such as a macerator. 

 

3.4 COMPLIANCE LIABILITIES OF EVENT (ETC) ORGANISERS  

The Commercial Food Waste Regulations address the problem of allocating responsibilities at a trade 

show or other event by squarely placing a number of specified requirements on the person organising 

the show or event.  

 

Regulation 10 and 11 relate to organisers of trade shows, exhibitions and events and are over-and-above 

the basic obligations on food waste producers which are set down in Regulations 7 to 9.  While the 

organiser of an event is made responsible for ensuring compliance with the Regulations, the Commercial 

Food Waste Regulations indicate that both the event organiser and any obligated supplier of food are 

responsible under the different provisions.  If there are breaches of the Regulations, Regulation 14 

allows a local authority discretion as to who to prosecute when multiple parties are involved. 

 

3.5 EVENT ORGANISERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES:  

3.5.1 ENSURING COMPLIANCE BY STAND HOLDERS   

Besides having overall responsibility for compliance with the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, an 

event organiser is also required to ensure that any producer supplying food at the show is compliant 

with the Regulations 7 to 91. These provisions mandate the segregation of food waste, making it 

available for separate collection, the prohibition of its contamination, and the ban on its placement in 

containers containing residual/other waste. They also allow producers to deliver segregated food waste 

directly to authorised treatment facilities, as well as to engage in an on-site authorised treatment 

process. 

 
1 Regulation 10(2): Any person organising a trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, any event where food is 
being supplied  shall ensure that any producer supplying food at the trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, 
event concerned is compliant with the provisions of Regulations 7, 8 and 9 … 
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3.5.2 FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT PLANS   

Besides the duty to ensure that exhibitors and other food-related stands at events are compliant with 

the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, further obligations are placed on the organiser.  Every 

organiser must prepare a “food waste management plan” and submit it to the relevant local authority. 

 

Regulation 10 (3)  - Any person organising a trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, any event 

where food is being supplied shall prepare a food waste management plan, in accordance with 

the provisions of Regulation 11, for submission to the relevant local authority in relation to the 

trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event concerned at which food is being supplied. 

 

Regulation 11(1)(a)(ii) A person organising a trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event 

concerned shall have submitted to the relevant local authority at least 30 days prior to the 

commencement of the trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event concerned a food waste 

management plan specifying the steps to be taken by that person in order to comply with the 

requirements of Regulation 10(3).  

 

(2) A food waste management plan shall—  

(a) provide detailed information in respect of the proposed supply of food at the trade 

show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event concerned regarding the use, type, quantity, 

origin, management arrangements and destination of food waste by that producer, and  

(b) include the steps which the person intends to take to ensure the environmentally 

sound management of food waste, and  

(c) contain at least the information set out in Part 1 of Schedule 22 

  

Under Regulation 2(3), a “food waste management plan” means a plan, compiled on behalf of the 

organiser by a competent person, in respect of the proposed arrangements for the management of food 

waste at a trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, any event where food is being supplied, which is— 

(a) required under Regulation 10, and (b) to be prepared in accordance with the requirements of 

Regulation 11;  

 

 
2 For details of the information to be contained in food waste management plan, see Appendix 1 of this Guidance 
Document. 
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The food waste management plan is to be drawn up by a “competent person” on behalf of the organiser.   

In summary, the plan must cover the proposed arrangements for the management of food waste at the 

event and must:  

 

• Set out the full contact details of the organiser, including company and trade names. 

• Specify the location of the event. 

• Provide “detailed” information on how food is to be supplied3 at the show relating to the “use, 

type, quantity, origin, management arrangements and destination of food waste” generated by 

each producer. 

• Include steps which the organiser of the show intends to take to ensure the environmentally 

sound management of food waste4. 

• Include details of all organisations collecting food waste at the show (including collection permit 

identification numbers). 

Contain details of the proposed destination of the collected food waste, including its licence or 

waste facility permit number and/or animal by-product approval number5.  

 

A food waste management plan must be submitted at least 30 days prior to the start of the event6.  

Items to be included in a food waste management plan are set out in Appendix 1 of this guidance 

document. 

 

In accordance with Regulation 11(5) & 11(6), the relevant Local Authority shall determine the adequacy, 

in its reasonable opinion, of a food waste management plan and shall ensure compliance with the 

requirements of the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, the “policy objectives” of the National 

Biodegradable Waste Strategy, the objectives & targets of the relevant waste management plan, and 

the requirements of the Landfill Directive. 

 

Where a local authority considers, in its reasonable opinion, that the food waste management plan 

submitted is not satisfactory in terms of its scope, detail or in respect of the steps which the person 

intends to take to ensure the environmentally sound management of food waste, it shall notify the 

person that a revised waste management plan must be submitted by that person for approval to the 

 
3 Note that any food given away without charge is covered by the word “supply” (Commercial Food Waste 
Regulations, Regulation 2(3)), an aspect that needs to be noted by the corporate hospitality sector. 
4 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 11(2)(b). 
5 Animal by-product approval numbers are issued by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
6 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 11(1)(a). 
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local authority at least 10 days prior to the commencement of the trade show, exhibition or, as 

appropriate, event concerned7.  If the organiser is informed that the local authority is unhappy with the 

plan, the organiser is required to submit a revised plan. 

 

When the event commences, Regulation 11(4) of the Commercial Food Waste Regulations places a duty 

on the organiser to implement the food waste management plan.  As is the case with other provisions 

of this legislation, an offence may be committed if this requirement is not fulfilled8.                                                  

A copy of the plan must also be available for inspection throughout the show.  The Regulations make 

clear that anybody is entitled to view it – not only regulatory officials – and that such a viewing must be 

facilitated without making a charge9. 

Where a promoter intends to organise multiple events, the system for the production of a food waste 

management plan can be streamlined.  Recognising that an organiser may hold a number of events at 

the same place, Regulation 11(8) of the Commercial Food Waste Regulations makes provision for the 

development and submission of a year-long plan for a particular venue10.  This must be submitted by 30 

November in respect of events scheduled for the following year. 

3.5.3 FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS 

Besides providing a food waste management plan beforehand, within 28 days after any event or show 

has been concluded, a “food waste management implementation report” is to be submitted by the 

event organiser11.  (See Appendix 2 of this guidance document for a sample template food waste 

management implementation report). 

  

The objective of this report is to confirm the steps that the show organiser took to comply with the food 

waste management plan and the Commercial Food Waste Regulations.  It also must set out “the result 

of those steps”12.  Further details of the information to be provided is contained in the definition of a 

food waste management implementation report13 and also in Part 2 to Schedule 2 to the Regulations. 

 

 
7 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 11(7) 
8 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 13(2) 
9 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 11(3) 
10 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 11(7) 
11 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 10(4) 
12 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 10(4) 
13 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 2(3) 
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Although an organiser can produce a yearly waste management plan to cover all shows taking place at 

the same location, separate food waste management implementation reports must be submitted after 

each event has taken place (within 28 days after any event or show has been concluded).        

                         

4.0 OFFENCES AND OTHER PENALTIES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE 

Regulation 13 sets out the offences which apply for non-compliance with the Regulations.  A person or 

producer who fails to comply with the relevant provision of Regulation 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12 shall be 

guilty of an offence. 

 

The penalties applicable are set out in Section 10 of the WMA.  On summary conviction, the penalty is 

a Class A fine or 12 months imprisonment or both.  Please note that once convicted, offences and 

penalties may also apply for each day after the contravention continues up to a maximum of €1000 

per offence. 

 

Offences may also be committed relating to non-compliance with the WMA and its other subsidiary 

legislation - e.g. Offences under Section 32 of the WMA in relation to the holding of food waste. 

 

Producers of commercial food waste commit an offence when they:  

• Hold food waste in a manner that may cause environmental pollution, including creating 

nuisances such as odour. 

• Retain food waste on their premises for over six months without being authorised to do so under 

the WMA or EPA Acts. 

• Fail to ensure that food waste is segregated and kept separate. 

• Do not engage an authorised waste collector to pick up the food waste, or fail to use on-site 

composting, or do not deliver the waste themselves to an authorised facility. 

• Mix food waste with other waste or with other materials or dispose of food waste illegally or 

inappropriately.  

• Deposit food waste in the residual waste bin. 

• Use a macerator or other mechanical device to discharge food waste into a sewerage system. 

• Organise trade shows, concerts or other events and fail to ensure compliance with the 

legislation by any obligated third-party businesses. 

• Fail to submit a food a waste management plan or a food waste management implementation 

report for an event. 



 

 

8 
WERLA-GM-2019-0010 
V3.1 

 

• Do not respond to a notification from a local authority to submit a food waste management 

implementation report, an annual report or other information required under notice. 

• Submit false or misleading information to a local authority in response to document required 

under the Commercial Food Waste Regulations, including in respect of a response to a notice 

issued by a local authority.  
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APPENDIX 1 – FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The food waste management plan is to be drawn up by a “competent person”14 on behalf of the 

organiser15.  In summary, the plan must cover the proposed arrangements for the management of food 

waste at the event and must contain the detail below:  

 

1. Set out the full contact details of the organiser, including company and trade names, 16:  etc, 

including but not limited to: 

a. Registered Name:        

b. Address of Registered Office:    

c. Telephone No.:    

d. Fax No.:  

e. E-mail:     

f. Trading Name:    

g. Address for Correspondence:  

h. Name of the contact person in the company responsible for compliance with the 

Regulations:  

i. Contact Person’s Telephone No.:     

j. Contact Person’s Fax No.:    

k. Contact Person’s Email: 

2. Name(s) and address(es) of owner(s).  

3. The location of premises where the trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event is situated 

at which food is being distributed.  

4. The projected quantities of food waste that will be generated at the trade show, exhibition or, 

as appropriate, event.   

5. The names, addresses and waste collection permit numbers of proposed authorised waste 

collectors to be used for the collection of food waste generated at the trade show, exhibition 

or, as appropriate, event.  

6. The names, addresses, waste facility permit/waste license number and animal by-product 

approval number of proposed recovery operators to be used for the treatment of food waste 

generated at the trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event.  

 
14 See definition in Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 2(3). 
15 See the definition of “food waste management plan” in Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 2(3). 
16 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Schedule 2, Part 1, Paragraph 1. The Schedule places duties on “the 
person” and, when read in conjunction with Regulation 11(1), it is clear that this refers to the organiser of the 
event. 
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Other Items for Consideration by the Local Authority 

7. Provide “detailed” information on how food is to be supplied17 at the show which relates to the 

“use, type, quantity, origin, management arrangements and destination of food waste” 

generated by each producer. 

8. Include steps which the organiser of the show intends to take to ensure the environmentally 

sound management of food waste18 and to ensure that there is no nuisance or environmental 

pollution arising from the event. 

9. Map/layout of event showing location/s of segregated bins which should allow as a minimum 

for residual, recyclable, and food waste.  

10. Details in terms of the management of the segregated bins at all locations during the event to 

include routine checks and emptying of bins and scheduled collections by the waste collector.                                           

  

 

  

 

  

 
17 As noted above, food given away without charge is covered by the word “supply” (Commercial Food Waste 
Regulations, Regulation 2(3)), an aspect that needs to be noted by the corporate hospitality sector. 
18 Commercial Food Waste Regulations, Regulation 11(2)(b). 
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APPENDIX 2 – TEMPLATE FOR FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT 

IMPLEMENTATION REPORT 

The food waste management implementation report is to be drawn up by a “competent person” on 

behalf of the organiser.  Information to be Provided in a Food Waste Management Implementation 

Report in Regulations Accordance with the Provisions of Regulation 12(4). 

 

1. Set out the full contact details of the organiser, including company and trade names, etc., 

including but not limited to: 

a. Registered Name:        

b. Address of Registered Office:    

c. Telephone No.:    

d. Fax No.:  

e. E-mail:     

f. Trading Name:    

g. Address for Correspondence:  

h. Name of the contact person in the company responsible for compliance with the 

Regulations:  

i. Contact Person’s Telephone No.:     

j. Contact Person’s Fax No.:    

k. Contact Person’s Email: 

2. Name(s) and address(es) of owner(s).  

3. The location of premises where the trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event was situated 

at which food was distributed.  

4. The quantities of food waste that was generated at the trade show, exhibition or, as 

appropriate, event. 

5. The names, addresses and waste collection permit numbers of authorised waste collectors used 

for the collection of food waste generated at the trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, 

event.  

6. The names, addresses, waste facility permit/waste license number and animal by-product 

approval number of recovery operators used for the treatment of food waste generated at the 

trade show, exhibition or, as appropriate, event. 
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7. Certificates from the waste collection permit operator or Waste Facility/Licensed Operator 

confirming the proper recovery and treatment of the food waste tonnages collected from the 

event. 
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APPENDIX 3 – FOOD WASTE REGULATIONS TEMPLATE INSPECTION 
FORM 

Refer to Document Control Number WERLA-IF-1010 V6.1 for standalone word document  
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APPENDIX 3 - FOOD WASTE REGULATIONS TEMPLATE INSPECTION 
FORM  
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